Women Give San Diego
A donor circle of the Women's Foundation of California
2011– Request for Letter of Interest:

Application Instructions 

Sector Focus: Economic Self-Sufficiency and Security of Women in San Diego County

Women Give San Diego (WGSD) is a donor circle of the Women’s Foundation of California that believes in the power of women and girls in our community. WGSD funds causes that helps women and girls in San Diego find economic security and self-sufficiency. 
WGSD takes the position that families and communities thrive when women and girls engage as fully contributing members of the community. The issues of economic security and self-sufficiency for women in San Diego County are important to the economic health not only of women and their families but the entire San Diego County. 

WGSD Vision

Women Give San Diego envisions sustainable economic self-sufficiency and security for all women and girls in San Diego County.

WGSD Mission

Women Give San Diego funds non-profit organizations in San Diego County that offer underserved women and girls the opportunity to enhance their participation in our regional economy and become fully engaged in the prosperity of their local communities.

We also advocate for public awareness of women’s economic issues at the local level and for systems change at the state level. 

Women Give’s model for change balances education, community collaboration and strategic and effective grantmaking.

WGSD Values

Women Give San Diego has identified its top values in operating as a donor circle and in selecting grantees.  

· Equal rights and opportunities for women and girls

· Female-centered: Honoring the unique way in which women approach issues

· Impact (affecting Social Change, Community Impact)

· Integrity, Transparency, Accountability

· Inclusivity (ethnicity, age, socio-demographic, geographic)

· Partnership (with granting partners) 

· Collaboration and leverage (between Community Partners)

The Case for Economic Security and Self-Sufficiency for Women in San Diego County

There is a clear and compelling need to focus on meeting the economic self-sufficiency and security needs of women in San Diego, with particular attention to low-income women, women of color and elderly women. Gender disparities persist and the current economic situation exacerbates problems that many women face in securing living wage employment and building assets. The current economic climate combined with pre-existing gender inequalities have created an almost “perfect storm” of need: low incomes, limited employment prospects, and exhausted or diminished assets. These needs urge investment in outcomes such as reduced poverty for women, reduced wage gap between men and women and increased access to training and education that supports women’s engagement in non-traditional and higher paying occupations. 

In March of 2009 WGSD completed an assessment of the “Economic Self-Sufficiency and Security of Women in San Diego County: Exploring Opportunities for Impact”.  Our grantmaking will align the strategies highlighted in this assessment with those of our granting partners. To obtain a copy of the assessment, please inquire on our website www.womengivesd.org. 

Priority Action Areas 

Based upon the assessment, strategies and organizations that we are looking to fund include those that:

1. Support policy and system change that improve women’s financial success and stability and affect women’s ability to achieve immediate and long-term economic self-sufficiency (e.g. pay equity)

2. Equip women for self-employment and entrepreneurship

3. Prepare women to work in higher paying fields (e.g. job skills development and training, career planning and development)

4. Support family economic self-sufficiency and asset building among women and their families (e.g. financial literacy, poverty prevention)

5. Utilize economic development strategies that demonstrate consideration or the intersection of race, gender and class in program planning and implementation. 
Grant Eligibility Criteria:
· The organization and program requesting funding is dominantly women centric. 

· Demonstrate a commitment to women’s economic self-sufficiency and security. 

· Are working for change in one or more of the WGSD priority action areas.

· Listen to the voices of women and girls constituents at all levels and are willing to implement their ideas for change within the organization’s structure and programs.

· We encourage collaborative efforts between non-profit organizations that result in greater impact than can be achieved individually. 

· Priority will be given to organizations or groups in which women are the primary decision makers.

· Formal 501(c)(3)  tax-exempt nonprofit organizations, as well as informal groups of women or emerging grassroots organizations that would be able to secure the cooperation of a 501(c)(3) organization wiling to serve as a fiscal agent are eligible to apply for WGSD funding.

· Geographic Range: San Diego County

We will not fund
Health-care programs or concerns; Religious activities; Retro-active funding; Reduction of an operating deficit or to liquidate existing debt; Agencies of state or federal government, Organizations or groups that oppose a women’s right to self-determination; Fundraising events; Individuals; Capital campaigns; Organizations outside of San Diego County

Size and Duration of Grants
Grants will range between $5,000 and $20,000 per year for two consecutive years. 

Instructions for Submitting a Letter of Interest (LOI):

This LOI form will be used to identify potential community partners who will be asked to submit a more complete proposal on July 1, 2011. Funding will be available by December 2011.

Due Date:  Friday, June 3, 2011, by 12 noon.

Application Process:

Please go online to https://www.GrantRequest.com/SID_1157?SA=SNA&FID=35020 to create a user account and start an online application. If you have previously applied for a grant through our online system, you can log in on this page with your existing user account. 

After creating a user account and starting the online form, you will be able to save your changes and return to your application at a later time. 

To log in to your account and access your saved application use this link: https://www.grantrequest.com/SID_1157?SA=AM
Complete the attached LOI narrative form and upload it online as an attachment to your online application form.

Please address questions about Women Give San Diego to: info@womengivesd.org. For technical support related to the online application form, contact Mavis Gruver at the Women’s Foundation of California at 415.321.2050 or mavisg@womensfoundca.org
Please enter information directly into the attached narrative LOI form. Please answer every question.  The boxes will expand to hold your text. You can adjust the page breaks when you have completed the form. When appropriate, feel free to use bullet points rather than paragraphs.  Please provide concise, but complete answers.  The completed LOI narrative form must not exceed three pages in length.

Thank you for your interest in partnering with Women Give San Diego!

